In vitro activity of netilmicin alone and in combination with azlocillin, mezlocillin and imipenem against 149 coagulase-negative staphylococci.
Coagulase-negative staphylococci (CNS) have long been regarded as innocuous skin commensals with little pathogenic potential but they have recently become, under appropriate conditions, an important cause of infections. In fact, infections caused by CNS are an increasing problem especially, but not exclusively, in immuno-compromised patients. A total of 149 strains of CNS were identified from 47 patients admitted to the Haematology Department of Pescara Hospital from October 1986 to November 1987. The strains, isolated from different parts of the body and characterized by their methicillin susceptibility, were classified by API-Staph in 11 different groups. MICs and MBCs of netilmicin alone and combined with azlocillin, mezlocillin and imipenem were studied. For all combinations FIC and FBC indices were determined. The killing kinetics of the drugs mentioned above were also determined. Except for a few microorganisms (less than 5%), the associations showed a synergic or additive effect.